
 

   
 

 

   
 

https://www.lcps.org/banneker           September  2019        Banneker ES Newsletter 

 
Dear Banneker Families, 

 

Happy September. I would like to personally thank each family for making this year the best 

year ever! Thanks to all of the families who came out our Kindergarten Orientation, Meet and 

Greet, and Back to School Night. I am looking forward to seeing many of our families coming 

back to enjoy future events. There is a definite buzz in the air about 2019-20 at Banneker ES. 

Tune in each month for the monthly newsletter as each month promises to bring lots of school 

information to get excited about. Be on the lookout for your invitation to our largest teacher-run 

fundraiser of the year, the 12th Annual Teacher Run BINGO night on September 27th. 

Information about this event went home on Friday, September 6th.  

  

PBIS Updates 

PBIS stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports. Banneker is a PBIS school. This year, 

students are continuing to earn BRONCOS for their classroom incentive for upholding the 

community constitution. Our Community Constitution says "I will always do my best to respect 

self, others, and property." I hope this constitution supports your expectations at home as well.  

Ask your child about our PBIS assembly and about the five days of videos that the fifth graders 

produced to talk about PBIS expectations. These were shown on the morning announcements. 

  

SEAC and MSAAC 

Banneker is looking for a Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) member and a 

Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee member (MSAAC). The parent 

representative would attend meetings at the Administrative building to give Banneker a voice 

and to provide valuable information about LCPS special education programs, services, and 

activities. Each committee meets once per month. If you are interested, please inquire at the 

school office. Banneker has traditionally been under represented in these areas but we want to 

give our families an equal opportunity to have a voice.  

  

Family Life Education 
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The Family Life Education handbook is available online this year. Please see the link below to 

access this: http://www.lcps.org/page/374. Remember that you can opt out of certain content 

in FLE at any time by selecting YES on the opt out page under student info tab in ParentVUE. 

  

Social Media 

Make sure to stay in touch with us on your mobile phone by subscribing to the LCPS mobile app 

and by following us on twitter @Banneker_ES. You can follow me @rdotcarter1 or on Instagram 

@mr_carter_lcps. Banneker is using a hashtag throughout the year to keep track of our tweets. 

Please search for the hashtag #BANFAM. 

  

Asbestos 

Banneker ES  is routinely inspected in accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA).  As required by the Commonwealth 

of Virginia and the EPA, this notification is to inform you that asbestos-containing material 

(ACM) is present in several locations in our school.  The ACM is inspected semi-annually by 

qualified LCPS personnel to insure that the material remains in good condition and is not 

creating an exposure hazard for building occupants. 

  

The Asbestos Management Plan indicates locations where asbestos-containing materials may 

be present. The plan can be found in the administrative office at the school.  In addition, a 

copy of the Asbestos Management Plan is located in the Loudoun County Public Schools 

Facilities Services Division office at 1002C Sycolin Road, Leesburg, Virginia. 

  

Please feel free to request information about our Management Plan, the inspection findings 

and our plan of action.  The Plan will be available for your review and inspection during normal 

office hours. 

 

ParentVUE 

If you have not already signed on to use ParentVUE please do so and complete your family 

Rights and Responsibilities page. ParentVue will be the best place to get updated information 

about your child’s transportation plan, report cards, and other important information.  

 

Banneker Handbook 

Please complete acknowledging the handbook using the permission click website: 

https://permission.click/q50vA/us  

 

Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars. Picture day is Monday, September 16th. This is the yearbook picture, so 

smile pretty. 

 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Carter, Principal 

http://www.lcps.org/page/374
https://permission.click/q50vA/us


 

   
 

 

   
 

 

 

 

“Diverse Additions to Classroom Libraries 

  

This year Loudoun County Public Schools is celebrating its student population with an investment in diverse 

text collections for all K-12 English Language Arts classrooms. In describing the texts the Division of 

Teaching and Learning, Elementary and Secondary Reading, noted that, “Classroom and school libraries 

reflect our values and contribute to developing student identities; therefore, our collections must reflect and 

honor our student population and those around them. Access to books in the home, school, and classroom 

has a strong correlation with reading proficiency.  Students who read more also have stronger vocabulary, 

background knowledge, and empathy.”  Classroom libraries complement our robust school libraries. 

  

The addition of these texts to classroom libraries is a reflection of Loudoun County Public Schools’ 

commitment to providing staff, students and parents with resources and opportunities for an equitable 

education.  As Superintendent  Eric Williams said in the equity statement he issued on August 19, 2019: 

  

“LCPS is committed to providing a safe, empathetic, respectful and supportive learning environment in order to empower every 

student to make meaningful contributions to the world. When students and staff experience racial insults, slurs, and/or other 

hate speech, we lack the positive culture and climate that supports students’ growth. 

  

LCPS calls for all students, staff, families, and other members of our community to engage in the disruption and dismantling of 

white supremacy, systemic racism, and hateful language and actions based on race, religion, country of origin, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, and/or ability. LCPS rejects racist and other hateful behavior and language, recognizing that it encourages 

discrimination, hatred, oppression, and violence. 

  

Every individual is valued in Loudoun County Public Schools. Let’s celebrate the diversity that helps define us as a school 

division.” 

  

The diverse classroom libraries were created through the collaboration of LCPS teachers, librarians, 

administrators, and classroom book collection specialist teams trained to identify culturally responsive and 

diverse texts in accordance to LCPS School Board Policy 5-7 Regulation, Selection and Review of Instructional 

Materials.  Several criteria were considered including representation, authorship, relevance to students’ lives, 

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9/Chapter%205/5-7.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9/Chapter%205/5-7.pdf


 

   
 

 

   
 

authentic voice, and developmental appropriateness.  Information regarding the libraries can be found at this 

link – Diverse Book Collections.” 

   

Additional information from the Office of Elementary and Secondary Reading will be provided regarding 

professional learning for teachers around the use of diverse texts.  Principals are also reminded of Regulation 

5-7 Selection and Review of Library Media Center Instructional Materials that provides further clarification 

on the selection of materials and the process for review of instructional materials. 

  

Questions can be referred to Division of Teaching and Learning. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Neil Slevin, Director 

Teaching and Learning 

 

 

In the Library  

by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

Welcome back for another year of learning!  I am very excited 

to be returning as the Library Media Specialist/Instruction 

Facilitator of Technology at Banneker!  All classes have been to 

the library already and everyone has checked out at least one 

book.  Just like last year, Kindergarten will be able to check out 

one book at a time, first and second can have two and third 

through fifth can have three.  Some students still have some books out from last year, so make sure you 

check around to see if there are any in the house and return those to the library as soon as possible.  Please 

be sure to check out the library website for more information about the library and some helpful links.  

There are also great resources to check out at the public library!  Middleburg has some great events coming 

out that would be great to check out.  You can view their  calendar here.  The book fair is coming October 

15th-21st!  There will be more information on that in the October newsletter.  If you have questions 

throughout the year feel free to email me, I am looking forward to another great school year at Banneker!  

Tech in the School 

by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org 

https://www.lcps.org/Page/221803
https://www.lcps.org/Page/221803
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9/Chapter%205/5-7_reg.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9/Chapter%205/5-7_reg.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9/Chapter%205/5-7_reg.pdf
mailto:meaghan.stevens@lcps.org
https://www.lcps.org/domain/11408
http://loudouncountypubliclibrary.evanced.info/signup/calendar
mailto:meaghan.stevens@lcps.org


 

   
 

 

   
 

 

We are very excited to continue with the counties 1:1 device initiative 

this year!  All devices have been successfully distributed to all third 

through fifth grade students and they have all been through a training 

on how to take care of their devices and their responsibilities with 

these devices.  There is information up on our webpage that you can 

access to learn more about the devices and how to utilize them in the 

best possible way.  There is a student brochure and a webpage for you 

to and the students to browse.  If you have not already done so, please 

make sure that you are your child sign the Student Usage Agreement.  

It is due within ten days of the devices bring passed out, so they are due back Monday September 9th.    If it 

is not on file, Loudoun County will take the device back until the form is turned in.  We have almost all of 

them complete, so please make sure you have done this!  Make sure students are charging their devices every 

night at home.  If they forget, the library does have loaner devices, but only five, so coming to school every 

day with their device charged is the expectation of all third through fifth grade students.  The kindergarten 

through second grade classrooms each got five iPads and 5 chromebooks to use in their classrooms.  We are 

very excited about continuing to offer all of this technology and are actively looking for ways to incorporate 

it into our curriculum.  Please feel free to reach out to Mrs. Stevens with any questions that you may have.   

 

 

School Counseling: 

by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org    

  Attendance is one of the keys to your student’s success in school.  Research shows that children with 

good school attendance are more successful in school and on standardized tests than students who are 

frequently tardy or absent.  Children who are tardy or absent from school on a regular basis also have greater 

difficulty in making social connections with their peers. 

  Children can make up tests and assignments that they miss, but they can never make up the missed 

discussions, questions, explanations and thinking that encompass so much of learning. 
  If a child walks into the classroom tardy (even if only 5 minutes late!), they have already missed 

important information to start the school day.  At Banneker, the morning announcements begin right after 

the bell rings at 7:50 and information for students is missed if a student is tardy. 

  As we begin September, take a look at your child’s attendance record and see if some simple changes 

in your daily routine could help to improve school success and social skills. 

  

WAYS TO ENCOURAGE EXCELLENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

● Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 

● Start the day off with a morning routine that allows your student enough time to dress, eat, and 

prepare for a full day of school. 

● If you do not have time for breakfast at home, breakfast is available at school for all students. 

● Banneker is open to students at 7:30 each morning & this allows children enough time to arrive & 

settle in for the day.  If you must drive your child to school, plan to drop them off in time to be ready 

for school when the bell rings. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12gcdPFW0EfFn_B5TVzmC8oqjg_vg3M_T/view
http://blogs.lcps.org/studenttech/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12cB_1CHVT5Y550sI_rgQ5vzgir0lW4aY/view
mailto:Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org


 

   
 

 

   
 

● On most good weather days, Mr. Moss will be having Running Club before school. Drop your child 

off at 7:30 and let them join in this fun outdoor activity! 

● Talk with your child about the importance of attending school and being on time 

● Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school hours 

● Keep your child healthy by monitoring eating, sleeping, & exercise habits 

● Be a good role model!  Show your student how to be on time to scheduled appointments and 

maintain excellent work attendance. 

● Ask yourself the question… What am I teaching my children if I let them miss school frequently or 

allow them to be tardy on a regular basis? 

● Talk to your child’s teacher or Mrs. Shanholtzer if your child is feeling anxious about coming to 

school.  We can help! 

ART: 

mbeach@lcps.org 

 
It is a new year and we have a new ART CLASS space! We are settling in to our new room nicely. 

Banneker artist have made portfolio’s to hold the year’s projects and our Original Works projects 

have begun.  Look for opportunities to get personalized items for your loved ones in the coming 

months.  Any items ordered will be in before the winter break.  

 

The cluster art show at Loudoun Valley will be on Saturday March 7 this year.  Mark you calenders!  

Banneker students have the opportunity to show works at the LCPS Administration building over 

the summer this year as well.   

Thank you to those of you who have signed up to help our art program.  Anyone else that is 

interested in helping to hang artwork or helping out in other ways please email me your contact! 

 

Let’s make this year out of this world! 

       
 

Music:  
by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 

      @MrDugganMusic 

mailto:Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org
https://twitter.com/MrDugganMusic


 

   
 

 

   
 

The year is just beginning and our young musicians are already singing, playing, and dancing away in the 

music room!  In first grade, students are reviewing concepts of beat and rhythm that were experienced in 

Kindergarten and are learning some basic instrument technique.  Second graders are already improvising on 

barred instruments (xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels) while experiencing creative movement 

with and without rhythm.  Third graders are working on singing and playing multiple parts with the song 

“Everybody Welcome” while also reviewing fundamental rhythms through body percussion.  In fourth 

grade, students have already learned a Spanish mixer, a French-Canadian folk dance, and will explore a 

variety of instruments through improvisation and composition.  Fifth graders are already composing their 

first instrumental song and will use it to review instrument technique and will work to find their singing 

voices consistently in contrast to Mr. Duggan’s adult male voice.  Fourth and fifth graders interested in 

joining the Banneker Bards - Please stay tuned!  Bards will rehearse on Tuesdays after school this year and 

more information is coming soon.  If you have any questions, please reach out via email and be sure to 

follow the music room on Twitter for an occasional behind-the-scenes look at music class. 

 

EL News 

by: Sharon.Livesay@lcps.org 

Welcome back for the 2019-2020 school year!  I hope you had a fabulous summer!  I am thrilled to be returning 

as your EL teacher.  I will be providing literacy support for our English learners within the classroom as well 

as small group setting.   

On Thursday, September 19th, we will host a Spanish information night for our EL families here at Banneker.    

I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 

mailto:sharon.livesay@lcps.org


 

   
 

 

   
 

 


